The first article in this edition, by Pamela Brown, is about poverty a comparison of poverty in different states; Norway, Russia and the United States. The particular focus is mothers who are living on public assistance. Despite the different cultural contexts, many similarities are identified in the experiences of both social workers and mothers in respect of poverty. The second article by Siv Oltedal explores the nature of interactions between social workers and clients in social welfare offices in Norway. Here the potential for miscommunication is enormous especially when the client is under stress, as many will be when seeking assistance -many of whom will be living in poverty.
Such themes, concerning how to work with people, are further dev eloped in a translation of a book chapter by Torill Jensen. In this she develops a discussion of who to work with people from different cultural backgrounds. Social work as a professional discipline often does not seem embedded in its own history. ʻNow ʻis so often the focus for social work. The article by Victoria Tevlina is extremely welcome in that it comments on the historical development of welfare systems in Norway and Russia from the nineteenth century, In this edition of the journal we are pleased to carry an account of from a student social worker of how she responded to a client with HIV/Aids in Uganda. Lack of resources, and poverty are also themes that ruin through this discussion.
Social workers confront poverty on a regular basis; it is embedded in their work. It should not be something that we accept -it must always be something that we seek to challenge and eradicate.
